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; SHELL foe en he? 147-200th Met UE BB:4 8200: 2 4 35)th, ig 
T the priſotter of the Lord: who am now-in outward tonds for con- 
- ſcience ſak#'in the common goal at Oxford, and ansther was put 
#n with me for the ſame thing ; 'now it lieth'npon me to acquaint 
and publiſh to the whole Nation the reaſon «nd cauſe of our. im- 
priſoument,. and why we ſuffer theſe hardſhips,and all this cri, 
. el uſnge that wom we do, and I ſhall leave-it to that pureiprintis: 
' ple of :God itt every ſober minded: man to judge Whither we be 
#0t cruelly eos, and unjuſtly dealt withal, contrary to the righ-" 
teous law of God, which is, that every one ſhould do uuto all men 
as they would be doe untothemſeſves. | i2eti aut 
: Fd: 45:12 54 3 FS» LS Bt S051 TRAIT ILICT HEY fs Mak PE 
T hath pleaſed God of his infinite Love, Mercy and Gaodneſle tomy 
i poorfoph,” to viſirme in3his cendet :love, | when L was an enemic, 
' -and a ſtranger to him by-wicked works 3 And now: the Lord Jeſus: 
hath appeared in me by his Light and Spirit , and hathſhewed and 
diſcovered unto methe deceir which lodged in my heart, and the 
7: evil of my wayes which lived in; and he hath called me-:to'repen-! 
. tahce and/amendmenr of life, ind I have:owned the Cali of God, and by 
ring Wonring wel following the Light and-Spiric of Chriſt;. V have 
reCeived Power from him who is the Light «nd Life. of oren,; and þy bis light 
Fam-led'oart of de ſtnefle; and-our of my: evil wayes, ' wards and actions, 
_ which once I lived in before I knew the Pure appearance of the Lord Je- 
fos'by his Spirit in m2; and by his own:Power he hath brought me our of 
- nncleanneſle into holineffe, and out of the broad way wherein I-was 
walking, gojng headlong to: deſtruttion, into the ſixait and . varrdw: way 


, 


that leads to: Life and Peace'which few finds: #377 1.935 7.4:5Þ:" 04 Y df} vo 2753 a4 

_---Andby higown'free grace, which hath. appesredinieCwhich is his.free - 
gift). and hath appeared  untoalf men; which:was-Cand is} the: Saines * 

Teacher) am I taught to deny my ſelf, and all: ungodlineſſe and world- 

' Ty lofts, and to live ſoberly, juſtly and tighreobily-in this preſent. cyil 

world, and ro do unto all men as I woold be done by, and Chrift by his 

own Spirit working in me, hath deſtroyed the-works;of the Devil which - 

_ was in my heart,. and hath taken away my fins, 'and pdrifidd my heart;and: 

'. Feecanciled' me td Himſelf, and 1 have true peace, joy and comforr in God, 

and enjoyes his pure love andpreſence naw in my ourwatd ſuffcring and 


.__ crvel uſage whichcarries me above it, and makes it eafie unto mezand this 


" Ido acknowledge in the fear of the Lord and to his praiſe; that ir is the 
| A onely 
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onely workof God which he ws Skit on inmy ke re,andir 
* 'of his dear ſervants. and c n by his. onrlpicle for ih 
 humilicy-rergro and give.unt the Lord, 
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and obedicnce for his everlaſting love, merc 


- And now the ſame light which ſhewed ungo me the cvil of my wayes, 
lers me-ſee pod wy ry cs World now lyeth 3 pickedges from the high- 
cſtjothe loweſt, and ib-Viit, of the ſeqr! anc qnelye God, wed fs the 
broad way that hs ro ; deficuRtion, and is't [yer ro troe-Repeatt- 
ance, our For and derierhen furcher 7 rh God. Feſians | 4.64 ah noe hav & MeaſS.ans 
more wicked 
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info ok wotld, and ſhines jcrheir hearts, and Gd Fe ſee the evil 


T_ lives in diſabedi belief, and: lot 
their eyil.d os —_ the To wabellet, whi xs the 
evi | deeds, Tir every one that ov evil haztes the Jight, agd" beet | Tafe people re- 
cerves not the Truth in the love of it, bur hares and rejeds ir, for cheſe cauſes 
God hath given them over to ſtrong deluſions''to believe lyes,-rhat they. all 


may be damned who believe no? the Tow, bus takes payer e is an} teouſneſſe, | 
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Now the Lord of- his infiit: Jove hatkiredeqmed.me ro  LGicour hy = 


the World; nd the vanm COOTRODCNEY i, toſerve him ;and do his w 


ſzof. predchi 

of hs world) ir bor ale Es 
both they. jd aca Rang þ. 

hourly, and-brings Scriptures to plead for fin ſoi long as = live upon the 
earth, but blefled be the Name of our God for ever, who hath tvrned ma-. 

ny chouſands from carknefle to his light within, and from the power of Sa- 

ran unto-his power, ftgce he hath ſenc forth many of his Servants (called: 

Quakers) apd by-heli&ving,obeying andifolowing the light within,they have- 

received-power fronr God, and'by-the power.of: God: are they: led our of: 
their ungodly: wayes; and: our of the'yain converſation of the' world; ands; 


from under the dominion of Saran, and arebronghr.into the life and pbw-- 


er of Truth, agd cag witneſstheir ons forgivea by the Lord;and hath aſlu. 
_ Fance 


and many others,and to: him onely ir doth belo fog _ and for evermore. 


uired: me: to leave my narive count; ne E 
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rance of an Inheritance which is incorruptible, and ſhall never fade «- 
way, Which all the Children of darkneſſe , who, hates 1b2 light of Chrift 
within, and ſayes-it.is a naturall lighr, and do not believe, obey, nor fol- * 
low ic, ſhall never wirnefle their fins forgiven by the Lord, neither can 
they have any affurance' of their erernall Inheritance, ſo-long: as they 
continue in their fins, and in diſobedience, haringaand diſobeying the. 
light of Chriſt within,. and not believing in it 3 and in obedience co the 
Lord, and according to his dirc&@ion I have paſſed chrough Warwick: ſpire, 
Worcefter- (bire, Hereford ſhire, Gloceſter ſhire, and part of Northampton-ſhire, 
and ſo into Oxf0rd-ſhire to viſit the people of: God, and to confirm; and 
build them. up in the. moſt holy faich,, which all the world char lieth. 
in wickedneſle is enemics to at preſent, and to turn people from their 
evill wayes to the light of Chriſt which ſhines ig their hearts, which 
whoſoever believes init andobeys it, ic will give them the light of the know- 
ledge of the glory of God in the face of Jeſus Chriſt+ : 

»» And in all my paſſing through theſe Counties before-mentioned, I was 
not ſtaid nor queſtioned before I came to Chadlinton- in Oxford-ſbirey to, 
one ' Benjamin Staples houſe, who is now Pro er with me, and theſame. 
night that I lodged at his-houſe, the Conſtable of the Tawn with ſome. 


- others, came abour the middle of the night tro ſeareh his houſe, having. 


a Wacranr from thoſe called Juſtices to »; prehend all Rogues, Vaga-- 
bands, and ſturdy Beggars, and eſpecially one Ludlow; and the Conftable 
finding'me in Bed charged the man of the houſe to ſee me forth-comiag 


2in the morning, which he did, and: in the morning the Conftable had 


"me to Chippin- Norton before the Commiſtioners, and, I came before one 

hich is called Sir William Walter, and another which is called Sir Thomas 
eniſton, and the man of the houfe went along wich me, and they acked 
wy pame, and what buſineſſe I had in, thar Country; Irold them my 
me, and what my buſineſle was, thar 1 was. direFed by the Lord to 
come into thoſe parts to turn people from darkneſſe -to ligbt, and from the 
pawer of Saran ro God, hat that anſwer did not ſarisfie them, and fo they 
endred the Oath of Allegiance both to me and the man of the houſe 
that was with me, I told them I could nor ſwear for Gonſcience ſake, 
ad the other friend ſaid the ſame, and I ſhewed the reaſoa why we 
mid not, becauſe Chriſt and the Apoſtle hath forbid ir, and. ſaich ſwear 


not at all, but inall your Communication let your yea be yea, and your nay nay, 
© for whatſoever is more 6 evil ; and the Apoſtle faith, My Brethren above all 


things ſwear not at all, neither by heaven, nor by the earth, nor by any other oath, 
but let your yea be yea, and nay nay, leſt you' fall. into condemnation; and I rold 
them further rhat I loved the Kingand hisfriends, and all mens perſons, 
and ſhould never plot nor make inſurreGions, nor take vp a carnal wea- 
pon againſt any man, nor againſt any government, and rhis I promiſed in 
the preſence of the Lord, and before them and many others; but nothing 
would ſatisfie them that could be ſpoken,except we would ſwear, which 
the aforeſaid William Walter preſſed ofren for vs ro do, or elſe we muſt go 
ro priſon, and ſo we conld nor, neither can we ſwear for, of againſt any 
for Conſcience ſake, ir being contrary ro Chrifts command; bur fhall 


chuſe rather ro ſuffer then diſobey Chriſt 3 and ſo they cauſed each of 
A 2 us 


ab 
© 7 ef Us "a je = 
./ wy 7 ww 
#* L 


af og >» 45 Ry ; g : — ET a Le WD * i dEES Z a Irs... , 
-Y bh 3 o . ad y 4 4 . « TY = 4 : A A, M0 i” A Lhd 
SY -1 I 7 2G $ £ x 8 & of, I 9 4 + TO RE 
Rs Rota: : : > (1 2 I 08; ) Tx Ro. ww 

« þ ” . bp ow | ID 
< os Fa 5. 5 as 
I'S 


- 'S a | 
us a Mittemus to be made; FELL us forth-with to Oxford goal, whiere © 
we now ares aud this is the onely cauſe'for which we.are impriſancd, and: 
ſo cruelly dealt withall by the Jaylor, his Wife, 'iand Sonzwhich is as fol- 
loweth. NPE: T0892, CRPEL SAT EE SAVE TIES 
'Upon the 15. day of the7: Month called by:the world September, we: 

was brought to-the common goal 'at oat and delivered: up 'to Henry | 
Tharpe which is now. Jaylor, and preſently after we came-.in, - he comman- | 
ded his Scn ro pur Irons upon me, which he-did upon both my legs, as 

they do upon Thieves and Murderers, -and one-of the Irons. was ſo ſtair 

chat” it hure my leg, and ptr-me to much: pain,"ang one friend dcfired 

the Jaylor to ler them be-raken off, and wider pur'on-' (if he would pur 

oft any) he anſweres;/ if  would' give Toney for raking theni: off and 

putting on others; 7 might have ir done, - but. I cculd nor. for 'Conſcience 

ſake give money 'for ſo-doing, becauſe 1 have doi nothing whereby Lde- 

ſerve ro have any Irons put upon me, for it was done in wrath, and envy, 
and not for any- juſt cauſe,: and fo I chuſe rathetr-to. ſuffer then ſatirfie 
that covetous mind3: and ſhortly afterche-Jrons was pur on; they pur me- 
#dd rhe other friend inro aftinking-room, 'where*'was nothing neither ro, 
ſt down, 'notlie vpofs, bur-the cold floor, andione friend acked the Jay-: 
lor'if he would toffera lictle ſtraw ro be broughtinto the room for vs: 
to lye down upon, but he would not ſuffer ir, anc Except we would give 
four ſhillings eight pence every week tor our lodging onely, we could 
have no: other place, -and fo we choſe rather toſuffer this hard-ſhip, then. 
ro uphold fuck great oppreſſion; and when they. could not preyail with... 
us 'ro giverhem ſo mach money as is before- mentioned for.our-lodging,/* | 
then the Jaylors Wite was full of wrath, and envy, and puſhed me to and 4 
fro, and abuſed me- both by words and a&ions; and there are ſome other © J 
friends which are priſoners now, and hath been aboye two years forCons || 
ſcienceſake, becauſe they cannor pay Tyrhes, which Chriſt came to end. 
and the Jaylors Son is ſo very wicked and cruel , that he ſtrikes them 
with his hands, and kicked one-of them with his foor, and abuſerh bork: 
them and us very much.with his evil rongue, caliing us Dogs, and De- 
; : vils, and many more wicked words, which we bear and ſoffer paticnrlyfor 
M Chriſts ſake, and we ſhall not render evill for evill, bur rake all chinggpa-. 
: riently whichis done unto us, knowing of a Truth, that they -tharare. 
thus cruell againſt us wichour a cauſe, are led and guided by the ſame. 
Spirit that murdered Chriſt Jeſus the Lord of Glory, becauſe he teſtified 
and declared againſt the'world that their deeds was evil}, therefore they - 
hared him, ar.d:ſoughr falſe wirnefle againſt him, and mocked and abu- 
{cd him, and afterwaid pur him ro death, and che ſervants of the Lord 
are not greater then their Maſter, for if they called the Maſter of the 
houſe Belzebub, and many other wicked names, what will they nor do ro 
them of his hovſhold, and all that foilows Chriſt for their example, and 
comes to live a holy, godly, and harmleſle life, muſt expc ro ſuffer per- 
ſecution by this wicked and perverſe generation;. for the y that walked 
afrer the fticſh ia all ages, ever hated and perſ:cured them that watked 
after the Spiric, evenoir is with this generation as it was formerly; bur 
bleſſed be the Name of our God that gives us patience, and counts us. 
worthy 
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worthy to ſuffer for his Names ſake, for he' hath not'called us enely to 
believe, bur alſo to ſuffer with him, and he thar denyes to ſuffer with- him 
and for his ſake, ſhall never reign with him. | 

Now hearken O ye Rulers of the earth, what the Spirit of Truth faith 
unro you.chrough his Servanrz ( King, Parliament, and Counſel) if you 
do not cauſe theſe things to be amended, and ſtop perſecution, hut role-+ 
rate, uphold and encourage thoſe that are in authority under you to at 
thus cruelly againſt Gods people, as they have done azainſt us for abiding 
in the Doctrine of Chriſt; or if you your ſelves who are Chief in Autho- 
rity make Lawes, or cauſe any unjuſt Lawes which is contrary to the 
righteous Law of God to be pur in execncion, on purpoſe whereby to 
perſecute and enſnare rhe people of God, becauſe we cannor fer Con- 
ſciegce fake ſatisfie and obey your wills, contrary to the will and mind of 
Chriſt, then this 1 do declafe unto you by the Spiric of the Lord, that the 
Lord is ariſen and will plead our cauſe, and he will appear on our be- 


. half againſt you and overchrow you, as he hath done many that was in 


aucharity before you Cwhich thought themſelves a+ wiſe and. as ſtrong as 
you) beeauſe they a&ed againſt God, his People and his Truth, and hatred 
reproof and Inſtrufion, and caft the righteovs Law of God behind: their 
backs, and counred ir a thing of noughr, and made unjuſt Lawes in their 
-own corrupt wills againſt rhe ſervants of Chriſt, cuntrary to the pure 
Law of God; and much cruelty they ated againſt Gods people, ard per- 


\- fiſted in.it, and would take no counſcll nor warning at the Servants of 
» the Lord, which was ſent to warn and to tell them, if they did not repent 


and curn to God, from their ungodly wayes, and ceaſe peifecuring the 


' people of God, the Lord would appear againſt them and overthrow them, 


and bring his ]Judgemenrs upon them, bur inſtead of repenting and curn- 
ing from rheir wickedneſſe to God, and taking Counſel at his Servants, 
they conſulted rogether how to enſnare vs, and ro deſtroy both our pcr- 
fons and eſtares, and fo rhey was all warned, and left withour excuſe, bur 


chey would take no warning before the Lord appeared againſt them and 


averthrew them ; and I do verily believe that the wickednefle which 
they acted againſt Gods people called Quakers, was the chicf cauſe why 

zod.hath overthrown them, and brought miſery upon them. 

--And now you are brought into Power and Authority, and you have a 
day and a time pur into your hands, and God will try you wherher you 
will a& for tim and deny your ſelves, and ſeek his Honcur anJ Glory on- 
ly, or whether you will ſer up your ſel-esand your own intereſts, and ſeck 
your own honour and glory; Verilyl fay unto you,if you follow the © x4m- 
ple-of them that was in authority bhetore you, in life and pratice, ſer-ing 
up your ſelves and ſecking your own honovr and glory ( as they did ) ard 
not the honour and glory of God only, bur perſecure and uphotd perſe- 
cution, and make a prey upon the people of Gad, (C as they did J} rhen 
will God be avenged on you, and bring his juſt judgements upon you, 
for God will avenge his own Ele, which call and cry to bim day and night, and + 
we ſhall not avenge our ſelves, nor ſeck revenge of any one wharſoe- 
ver they do unto us, bur ſhall leave it ro the Lord cur God, for in him 


only is our truſt ard confidence; And we do yeiily believe if we abide 
faithful 


"Ba, 
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fairhfull ro the Lord, he will never leave 1s, nor forfake ns, but every 
authority char ciſes vp againſt us ro perſecure us, or deſtroy us in our per- 
ſons and eſtates, God will oyerthrow them by his own power ; for God 
hath reſpe& unto his own people for they are near and dear unto him,and 
whatſoever is done nnto them, he takes it as done unto himſelf; Therefore 
fear God and take counſel of him,and then you may expe to proſper,and 
the bleſsing of the Lord will be amongſt you, bur if ye do nor rake coun- 
ſcll of God, but at your own evil hearts, then you cannot have the bleſ- 
fing of the Lord, neither can you proſper long z For wo unto them that tabe 
counſel but nat of me ſaith the Lord, Iſa. 30-1. Now if ye take counſel of 
God, you will never perſecute any man for his religion, nor for the exer- . 
Ciſe of a good Conſcience towards God, for God never counſelled any man 
ro perſecute, neither was the ſaints and ſervants of God any perſecucors, 
but they themſc!ves was perſecuted by the wicked prieſts and rulers,for 0- 
beying the Lord, (as we are now )& perſecutors in all ages was enemies to 
Chriſt, and Chriſt tells them they were of their father the devil, Fobn-8. 44. © 
And ſo is all perſecutors now,and are no ſaints,nor ſervants of God,nerther . 
are they tru-Ciriſtians,nor any true believers, bur are enemies to Chriſt, ler 
them profeſs whar they wil;therefore rake warning betime before ic be roo 
late,and ceaſe perſecuring Gods people,and put a ſtop to it, leaſt the Judge» 
. menrs of God come upon you at unawares3zE@ ſtrive not in your wills againſt 
the truth of God, For verily, | do declare unto you and unto all the World, 
C that ſhall read this ) chat this is the truth of che onely true God, | 
which the people called Quakers holds forth in dodtrine, life, and prattiſe, 
and ſhall ſtand for ever, and you cannot overthrow it, for the Lord God: 
is on our fide, and he hath determined that this everlaſting rruch ( which 
is of himſelf ) ſhall profper,floucifh, grow and increaſe, and God will add 
dayly more and more unto his Church ſuch as ſhall be ſaved, and this cruth 
will fpread throughout the World, and God will Overturn, Overturn, until 
be come to Rule and Reign whoſe right it is, even the Lord Jeſus Chriſt who is 
King of kings, and Lord of lords, who will rule the Nations with a rod of 
Iron, andall thac will nor have him to rule over them, neither willsbe' 
ſubjet ro his Government, ſhall be confounded, and he will break chem 
-ro pieces like a potrers veſlcl, for his kindom over all muſt be ſer up ane 
exalted, and righteouſneſle muſt be eſtablifhed in rhe earth, and the krng-= 
dom of Antichriſt brought down, and the upholders of ir, and all ch 
builders of Babel which reje&s and diſpiſeth the chief Corner-ſtone ſhall 
be confounded, and this certainly will God bring to paſs ia his own time; +, 
therefore it is in vain for you, or any others to go abour to ſet up and eſta- 
bliſh that which God will deſtroy, or to go about to pull down that which 
God hath determined to ſerup and uphold ;z now if you can hinder the 
San Moon and Stars, for ſhining in the Firmamenrt, or the winde *fcr blos 
wing, or the Sea for ebbing and flowing, then may you fhinder the work 
of the Lord, and his truth for ſpreading, and you may as well go about ro . 
do tie one as the other. Now in the fear of the Lord, and in obedience 
to his will I have warned you, and yon are left without excuſe, whether 
you will hear or forbear, 1 have diſcharged a good conſcience towards 
vou, in acquainting of you what the Lord hath revealed onto me by his 
Spirit concerning you, it you perſiſt in wickedneſs, ſpending your pre- 
. cious 
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cious time-in Pride , Pleaſures and Vanity , ſatisfying the luſts, of the 
fleſh, and take counſel of that wicked ſpirit which, works in a my- 
ſtery in your hearts, (and in all che hearts of the children of difo- 
bedience ) and ſo make laws, or pur any unjuſt lawes in executi- 
on ##hereby to deſtroy the Innocent, then will you be found guil- 
ty before theLorgd of cheir blood , which will lie heavy. upon : yaw. ; 
And fo by doing. theſe things you will provokethe Lord to anger, and 
he will appear againſt you, and hring his fierce judgmenrs rpon you, Fapd 
cur you off ſuddenly from of the face of the earth, and give; you yaur 
portion with the wicked and ungodly, where there will be weeping and 
and wziling and gnaſhing of teeth; Therefore, as you render the gacd 
of "your own ſouls ard the glory cf God, -let Gods people have their liber- 
tie to worſhip him in ſpiric, and in truth, and to exerciſe a good conſcience 
towards the Lord, and do nor go abour to limmir the holy One, hut ler the 
Spirit of truth have ics free liberty to declare through the Lords. Servants 


_ and Prophets, and do not perſecute them that do you no wrong, nor har 


'nei her in your perſons, nor eſtates, but defires the good and welfare both 


of your fouls and bodies, and the good of all men ; But we cannot for con- 
ſcience ſake give flattering titles to man, leaſt for ſo doing our Maker ſcon take us 
away, Fob 32«21,22, Neither can we reſpe& mens perſons ( for if we 
do J we deny the faith of Chriſt, and become rranſgreſlors of the righte- 
ous Law of God, Jam. 2. Neither can we fatisfie the wills and mindes of 
men, contrary to the will and mind of God, and where God commands 
one thing, and a man another, we ſhall chuſe rather to obey God then 


*wanz now if yon perſecure us for theſe things before mentioned, we ſhall 


ſuffer unjuſtly by you, and we ſhall have peace with rhe Lord in our ſuf 
feriags, and we ſhall be juſtified in his fight, when you will be candema- 
ed by Gods witnefle in your own conſciences for ſo aQting againſt us; 
therefore repent and fear the Lord, and deny your ſelves, and your own 
honour and glory, and rule for God, and aim at his honour and glory cn- 
ly, and turn to him with all your hearts, and ceaſe to do evil and learn ro 
do well, ſeek judgment, relieve the opprefi:zd and rake off their heavie 
burdens, that God may have mercy upon your poor ſouls; and res 
member your latter ends,for you muſt all give an account to the juſt God 
for the deeds you do in your life time, and every one muſt be rewarded 
according to your deeds, without reſped of perſons, and for every idle 
word that men ſhall ſpeak, they ſhall give accounr in the day of Judgmenr; 
and ſee now that for the time to come ye walk more circumſpeRly. then 
you do (or have done) not as fools, bur as wiſe men, guided by the 
wiſdom of God in all things, that ſo you. may redeem your precious time 
which formerly you have ſpent in pride and vanity, and in ſati:fying the 
luſts of the fleſh,to the great diſhonour of God, Ephe.5.1 5.16 17,18. and 
now begin to bring forth the. froits of Rolineſſe and Rightecuſn:ile, and 
do juſtly, love wercy, and walk humbly before the Lord, thar God AI- 
mighty may be honoured aad glorified by you (and in you) and this the 
'Eord requires; of every one.of you-from the. higheſt-to. the loweſt, and 
if you do not do theſe. things, you do not an{wer the end for which you 
are created, and brought iato the world. ; j 
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Andnow while you have time prizeit, for this is the day of yg 
- * ration, and do not deſpiſe and reje& the Counſel of the: Lord; thi 
poor deſpiſed ſervant, { forif you do) and counrita thing of gh 
-continne in yr cvill wayes, and perſecuting the Servants of the” , 

verily I d-clare unto you by the Spirit of Truth, that God will "&&piſe 
and reje& both you and your prayers, and all the prayers of them that” 
pray for you, and he will not hear them, and you cannot eſcape the. 
wrath of the Almighty, ſo long as your hands are full of blood, and your 
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hearrs full of Iniquity, {ſaiah 1. 15,16,17. 

Fritten in the Common From one who deſires the 'good 
Goal at Oxford, the and welfare of all, and not the 
2cth, day of the 9th, deſtrufion of any in their ſins, 
Month, 1560. but rather that they 'may come 


fo repentance, and live; whe. 


am known by the zame 


Thomas Goodaire. 


-- The End: 
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